HIS  TUTORS  AND EDUCATION    47
)leon was intense, as he shows in many of his ngs, and his proudest boast is to be found le words, said to have been inscribed on tuette of Napoleon in his room in the Hue .ni, " What he has begun with the sword, I finish with the pen."
me of Balzac's masters thought much of his ts, or perceived anything remarkable about He returned home in 1816, full of health vigour, the personification of happiness ; and Conscientious mother immediately set to work pair the deficiencies of his former education, sent him to lectures at the Sorbonne, where leard extempore speeches from such men as main, Guizot, and Cousin. Apparently this ling opened a new world to him, and he ied for the first time that education can be 5 than a dull routine of dry facts, and felt the joy mtact with eloquence and learning. Possibly ealised, as he had not realised before—Tours y, as he says, a most unliterary town—that there ; people in the world who looked on things as id, and who would understand, and not laugh im or snub him. He always returned from 5 lectures, his sister says, glowing with interest, would try as far as he could to repeat them to amily. Then he would rush out to study in public libraries, so that he might be able to t by the teaching of his illustrious professors, ould wander about the Latin Quarter, to hunt are and precious books. He used his oppor-der fire at Wagram, among the dead in the Moskowa, he was quiet as a lamb—yes, that's he ! " Balzac's admiration foramily ; but with the fresh air and the homect of Madame
